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Director of Ceremonies 

Hon. Ministers & Dep Ministers Present 

Your Excellency’s Ambassadors Present here 

Permanent Secretary, Mr Simeon Negumbo 

MD's and CEO's of Mining Co present here 

President of the CoM, Mr Kombandayetu Kapwanga 

CEO of CoM and Team 

Captains of the Mining Industry 

Senior Government Officials and Staff of MME 

Dear Exhibitors 

Friends from the media present 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

It is my distinguished honour to welcome you to the sixth 

Mining Expo and Mining Conference 2017, especially those 

of you travelled from far. The Mining Expo and Conference 

has now fast become an important permanent event on 

the Ministries’ calendar and over the past years it has been 
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rated as a successful event attended by Investors, business 

people, civil society, academia and a diverse section of 

people from various occupations. 

Safety  

The two unfortunate fatalities suffered by the mining 

industry in 2016 are painstakingly regrettable. The Ministry 

of Mines and Energy have extended its sincerest 

condolences on behalf of the Government to the families 

of Mr. Martin Shilompoka and Mr. Likius Shetunyenga. While 

such unfortunate incidences are truly regrettable and as 

such the Ministry will continue implore the industry’s 

unwavering commitment to be more vigilant in the 

avoidance of such and thus call for a heightened 

awareness and a redouble of all efforts and tightening 

potential loopholes towards zero harm. It has been 

reported from the Office of the Chief Inspector of Mines 

that the draft Mine, Health and Safety Regulations are 

ready except for the Chapter on Marine Regulations 
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where we are putting final touches and are awaiting the 

subsequent promulgation of the Minerals Act.  

 

We appreciate the peer review mechanism of the 

Chamber of Mines Safety Committee and recognise that 

the process is instrumental in reducing loss time injuries and 

fatalities. However, any injury is one too many we should 

therefore strive towards zero harm. Overall, oversight for 

the health and safety of the mine workers remains the 

responsibility of MME through the division of Mine Safety 

and Operations in the Department of Mines. If the statistics 

show a deteriorating trend the Ministry of Mines and Energy 

will be compelled to act within the ambit of the law. 

Markets 

Despite the mining industry experiencing a downturn on 

commodity prices and increasing financial market volatility 

during 2016, it is absolutely commendable that that the 

industry was able to generate NAD25 Billion to the State 
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Revenue Fund. Let me this juncture loudly commend 

industry for your resilience and for your continued belief in 

the prospectivity of Namibia amidst daunting challenges. 

 

Policy 

I take cognisance of the Mining industry’s concerns in and 

around the New Equitable Economic Empowerment 

Framework (NEEEF) and I equally acknowledge the need 

for a framework that accommodates market 

fundamentals of the private sector and growth thereof. 

Nonetheless, allow me to echo H.E., the President, Dr. Hage 

Geingob’s sentiments when he very recently delivered the 

State of the Nation’s Address on April 12, 2017 and I quote 

“We have not seen significant transformation in the last 27 

years of Namibia’s independence. The majority of 

Namibians remain structurally excluded from meaningful 

participation in the economy.” unquote. 
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Since my tenure as the Minister of Mines and Energy, I have 

travelled this country extensively and consulted widely on 

that very topical issue with Mining fraternity. The poverty 

statistics and the meaningful participation of locals in 

Namibia is disheartening and many of our people strongly 

believe that they are not equitably benefiting from the 

natural resources.  As a result the Mining Sector has been 

recognised and as such prioritised towards moving the 

nation towards the goals and objectives as outlined in 

Vision 2030 and national development plans. 

 

In this regard the Ministry of Mines and Energy immensely 

values the submissions made by the industry as part of the 

consultation process and the process of collating all the 

feedback from various stakeholders is ongoing. Recent 

progress on the Draft Bill and report was submitted by the 

Law Reform and Development Commission to the Office 

of the Prime Minister for purposes of further policy direction 
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and consideration of nuts made thus far. The Bill thereafter 

will be subjected to legal scrutiny by the Office of the 

Attorney General before returning to Cabinet for final 

approval and the normal process of law making will take 

effect thereafter. The process explained above is more 

likely to take about four to six months given the intricate 

nature of not only the work involved in reviewing but also 

the added feedback and consultative process.  

 

While still in the policy space there is an intensive review 

process underway at the Ministry covering almost all of the 

governing legislative framework ranging from the Minerals 

(Mining & Prospecting) Act, the Exploration and Production 

Act, the Products and Energy Act, the Diamond Act, the 

Electricity Act and that effort includes the complete 

overhaul of the now very ancient 1998 White Paper on 

Energy. Efforts in reviewing the White Paper on Energy has 

progressed very well.  
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The priority of the Ministry of Mines and Energy is to finalise 

the Minerals Bill which is at a very advance stage in 

tandem with the review of the Minerals Policy such that 

same is aligned to the African Mining Vision. 

The Development of the Minerals Beneficiation Strategy 

remains key to the Ministry in ensuring the sustainability of 

the sector and export of value added mineral products. 

The Joint Value Addition Committee has made significant 

progress in this regard and a tender for the development 

of the strategy will be awarded in the near future. In the 

latter part of this development I must admit that this policy 

has suffered the unfortunate consequences of limited 

resources allocation due to the prevailing financial 

headwinds.  
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Additional Conditions 

The Ministry has successfully cleared 421 licenses and 

awaits the applicants to fulfil the additional conditions. 

Allow me to clarify and reiterate the Ministry’s position on 

the additional conditions. The Ministry welcomes the 

creation of the employee ownership schemes, but I must 

however emphasise the fact that this should not be 

construed to be a substitute for the 5% participation in all 

licenses to Namibians, especially with the view to create 

community trusts as a way to provide extended 

participation for the marginalised groups such as the poor 

of the poor, women and the youth. On the (20%) historically 

disadvantaged Namibians who should form part of the 

management structure I would like to implore you to 

ensure that there is meaningful empowerment and 

transformation. As good corporate citizens it is incumbent 

on all of you to commit yourself to genuine empowerment. 
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With that said the Ministry successfully facilitated the 

negotiations on the Sorting, Valuation, Sales and Marketing 

Agreement between Government and De Beers, which 

resulted in a new ten (10) year agreement and the 

establishment of a hundred percent (100%) state-owned 

Diamond Sales and Marketing Company, NAMDIA Pty Ltd.  

This agreement has already resulted in a 53% increase in 

supply to local cutting and polishing factories for value 

addition and beneficiation activities. In addition to the 

increased supply, the new agreement allows for the supply 

for the first time of +10.8 carats and exceptional stones. The 

expectations from this is increased employment facilitating 

the transfer of skills and technology further supporting the 

sustainability and viability of the industry.  

 

Moratorium on phosphate 

Ministry’s policy inclination going forward is to move away 

from moratoria all together and move towards systems and 



10 

processes that define criteria that is congruent with 

governments’ national development objectives. In 

addition to lifting the moratorium on nuclear fuel minerals 

we are in the process of further reviewing all the existing 

moratoria. 

 

Government remains committed to creating a conducive 

and enabling environment for the industry to prosper as 

seen through the efforts to improve logistics infrastructure 

for example the purchase of six locomotives and 90 

sulphuric acid tanker wagons to transport sulphuric acid for 

the delivery to mines by TransNamib, the continuing 

upgrade work on the railway line and the upgrade of the 

Namibian Harbours. We also recognize the development 

of the mining industry is intricately intertwined with the 

availability of stable water and energy supply. On that 

score the Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry and 

NamWater has come up with a basket of projects to 
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address the security of supply water resources that would 

address short, medium and long term needs in the context 

of commonly drought cycles our country experiences. 

Through the Cabinet Committee on Water Supply Security 

(CCWSS) Government is addressing the challenges of 

water scarcity. Government further and sincerely 

appreciates the efforts of the mining sector to assist in the 

provision of water and encourages all the players to, where 

possible, complement governments’ efforts to construct 

water and energy infrastructure. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank the mining fraternity for their 

continuous support and social contributions towards our 

communities. Let me continue to further encourage the 

industry to continue fermenting a culture of positive with 

the Ministry and to ensure that the mining industry leaves a 

positive legacy today and for generations. 
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Before I take leave from this podium allow me to sincerely 

thank industry for the swift responses  to the Governments 

requests for partner assistance in the Berseba 

thunderstorms, the Olukupa Combined School 

contributions which contributions will profoundly to the 

industry’s legacy on communities. Let me also in the same 

thank the Chamber of Mines for your continued efforts in 

organising and establishing the Mining Expo as a 

permanent feature on the our country’s mining calendar.   

 

With those remarks, may I now declare the Chamber of 

Mines Mining Expo and Conference 2017 officially open. 

 

Thank you. 


